“From Two Ranks Amongst Men
Power Hath Been Seized:
Kings And Ecclesiastics”
-Bahá’u’lláh
Inspired by Shoghi Effendi’s “The Promised Day is Come”

Bahá’u’lláh’s Message to Emperor Napoleon III of France
“Hadst thou been sincere in thy words, thou
wouldst have not cast behind thy back the
Book of God, when it was sent unto thee by
Him Who is the Almighty, the All-Wise.”

“For what thou hast done, thy kingdom shall
be thrown into confusion, and thine empire
shall pass from thine hands, as a punishment
for that which thou hast wrought.”

Emperor Napoleon III of France

Emperor Napoleon III
was the most
outstanding monarch
of his day in the West

He was defeated in the battle of Sedan,
captured and removed from power,
and eventually allowed to go into exile

He spent his last years living in
a small country house in England
with limited funds

Bahá’u’lláh’s Message for Kaiser William I and Germany
“Take heed lest pride debar thee from
recognizing the Dayspring of Divine
Revelation…”

“O banks of the Rhine! We have seen you
covered with gore, inasmuch as the swords of
retribution were drawn against you; and you
shall have another turn. And We hear the
lamentations of Berlin, though she be today in
conspicuous glory.”

Germany, WWI/WWII

Military and civilian casualties in WWI:
More than 41 million: over 18 million deaths and
23 million wounded, ranking it among the deadliest
conflicts in human history

Military and civilian casualties in WWII:
Over 60 million people were killed,
which was about 3% of the 1940 world population
making it the deadliest military conflict in history

Bahá’u’lláh’s Message for Sultán ‘Abdu’l-‘Azíz and Constantinople

“Overstep not the bounds of moderation, and deal
justly with them that serve thee.”

“Thou art indeed filled with manifest pride. Hath
thine outward splendor made thee vainglorious? By
Him Who is the Lord of mankind! It shall soon
perish, and thy daughters, and thy widows, and all
the kindreds that dwell within thee shall lament.”

Sultán ‘Abdu’l-‘Azíz of the Ottoman Empire

Powerful, tyrannical, exalted in rank
Was deposed by his ministers
He “officially” committed suicide
It is now believed he was assassinated

Under his reign Imperial Turkey
entered a period of swift decline that
eventually culminated to the empire being
dwindled to a small Asiatic republic

Bahá’u’lláh’s Message to Násiri’d-Dín Sháh of Persia
“O king! Wert thou to incline thine ears unto
the shrill of the Pen of Glory and the cooing of
the Dove of Eternity…”

“…[thou] wouldst regard thy sovereignty as
the most contemptible of thy possessions,
abandoning it to whosoever might desire it,
and setting thy face toward the horizon aglow
with the light of His countenance.”

Násiri’d-Dín Sháh of Persia

The notorious Násiri’d-Dín Sháh, the
despoic ruler of Persia and the
mighiest potentate of Shí‘ih Islám

On the eve of his jubilee he was assassinated
He left Persia in chaos, bankruptcy and oppression
In the years that followed his death the Qájár dynasty was
deposed having occupied the throne of Persia for 130 years

Bahá’u’lláh’s Message to Pope Pius IX
“Leave thou the world behind thee, and turn
towards thy Lord, through Whom the whole
earth hath been illumined...”

“Abandon thy kingdom unto the kings, and
emerge from thy habitation, with thy face set
towards the Kingdom, and, detached from the
world, then speak forth the praises of thy Lord
betwixt earth and heaven.”

Pope Pius IX

Longest reigning Pope, served for 31 years
Promulgator of the dogma of Papal Infallibility
Promulgator of dogma of Immaculate Conception

Lost temporal rule of Papal States
Self-imposed imprisonment in the Vatican
His last years were filled with anguish and physical
infirmities

Bahá’u’lláh’s Message to Czar Alexander II of Russia
“Beware lest thy desire deter thee from
turning towards the face of thy Lord, the
Compassionate, the Most Merciful. ”

“Beware lest thou barter away this sublime
station.... Beware lest thy sovereignty withhold
thee from Him Who is the Supreme Sovereign. ”

Czar Alexander II of Russia

His reactionary policies in the latter part of his reign
gave rise to terrorism and extreme violence that led his
successors to more extreme forms of repression and
absolutism and that eventually led to the downfall of the
dynasty of the Romanovs and the rise of Bolshevism.

He was assassinated in 1881 in an attack by bombers:
“Bleeding to death, with his legs torn away, his stomach
ripped open, and his face mutilated.”
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